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Good evening Trustees, 
 
My name is Ian McCombe, I am a parent of two children within HCDSB and a long time 
supporter and graduate of HCDSB myself. I am here to express my concerns regarding the 
proposed amendment to Policy V-04 – School Fundraising Activities. 
 
As we saw firsthand in 2018, implementing the proposed changes to the policy introduces 
significant challenges and will adversely affect the fundraising activities that take place every 
day in our school. The fact that this amendment is even being considered again after the 
disaster which unfolded previously raises serious questions about the priorities of the board. 
 
Firstly, I feel it’s important to provide a refresher of the first time a policy of this nature was 
passed, by a previous iteration of this board, in 2018. HCDSB schools raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for numerous charities each year. During the fundraising ban, this 
dropped to nearly $0 as charities could not be vetted through an overly restrictive process 
(nor did administrative personnel have the capacity to do so). It prompted a response from 
the Minister of Education. A large majority of both parents and students were vocally 
opposed to the policy. I HCDSB was thrust into the middle of a national media circus with 
dozens of stories and referring to the policy and board as “controversial” and “out of touch”.  
It brought up questions about the very future of Catholic Education. In addition to the 
reputational damage, the board also incurred expenses due to legal challenges - taking 
funds away from serving students and educators. 
 
And yet here we are again. 
 
Debating this amendment once again with all the same problems that existed last time. 
 
The proposed language is overly broad and restrictive. The amendment states that 
fundraising cannot support any organization that is involved in stem cell research or 
reproductive healthcare in any way, or is even associated with charities that are. This 
sweeping restriction will disqualify nearly every charity in Canada. Even if the charity itself is 
aligned with “Catholic values”, they are considered guilty by association. 
 
The policy is impractical to enforce. Who will determine which charities qualify? How much 
research is required to vet an organization? The administrative burden is immense, adding 
work to an already stretched resource. And what happens when inconsistencies arise? One 
school successfully vets a charity, but another finds it doesn’t meet requirements. A parent 
finds fault with a charity which was previously accepted? This only adds to confusion and 
anger for staff, students and parents. 
 
I truly can’t believe we are here again. This policy was tried and failed. Schools were forced 
to cancel planned events to the dismay of staff and students. Long standing traditions like 
Relay for Life, Jump Rope for Heart, and Terry Fox runs. When the Humboldt tragedy 
occurred, we were one of the only boards to do nothing because the charity could not be 
vetted. How is that upholding Catholic values? The cost to the board was immense. It 
harmed our reputation. In addition to lost fundraising, thousands of dollars of board 
resources were lost. The cost of debating, administrating, researching, legal expenses, the 
list goes on and on. 
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There is nothing wrong with the current policy. School communities are able to select 
charities that are important to them. If anyone has concerns, they bring it to council or 
administration. This is merely an attempt to grandstand and solve an imagined problem. This 
isn’t serving our students. This isn’t serving the community. We need to do better. 
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Policy Committee Meeting                          Action Report 

Policy V-15 Environmental Stewardship Item 6.3 

April 8, 2025 

 

Purpose             

To provide for the consideration of the Policy Committee revisions to Policy V-15 Environmental 
Stewardship as recommended by staff. 

 

Commentary  

Policy V-15 Environmental Stewardship was reviewed as part of the regular policy review cycle.  

Principles have been updated; minor housekeeping changes have been made throughout.   

 

The revised Policy V-15 Environmental Stewardship is attached for review and consideration by the Policy 
Committee. 

 

Recommendation 

The following recommendation is presented for the consideration of the Board: 

 

 Moved by:  

 Seconded by:  

That, the Policy Committee recommends that Policy V-15 Environmental Stewardship, be forwarded to 
the April 22, 2025 Regular Board Meeting for approval.  

 

Report Prepared by:  J. Crowell 
    Superintendent of Education, Curriculum Services  

R. Merrick 
    Superintendent, Facility Management Services 
     
 

Report Submitted by:  J. Klein 
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    Director of Education and Secretary of the Board 
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Policy Committee Meeting                             Action Report 

V-17 Request for Promotion and Distribution of 
Program/Activity Related Materials Through Board 
Schools  

Item 6.4 

April 8, 2025 

 

Purpose             

To provide for the consideration of the Policy Committee revisions to Policy V-17 Request for Promotion 
and Distribution of Program/Activity Related Materials Through Board Schools as recommended by staff. 

 

Commentary  

Policy V-17 Request for Promotion and Distribution of Program/Activity Related Materials Through Board 
Schools was reviewed as part of the regular Policy review cycle.  

A change to the policy name has been made to reflect updated processes. The Associated Policies and 
Procedures have been updated. The Purpose and Application and Scope have been clarified. The 
Principles and Requirements have been updated to reflect updated processes for distributing material 
from charitable and not-for-profit organizations.  Minor housekeeping changes have been made 
throughout. 

 

The revised Policy V-17 Distribution of Materials is attached for review and consideration by the Policy 
Committee. 

 

Recommendation 

The following recommendation is presented for the consideration of the Board: 

 

 Moved by:  

 Seconded by:  

That, the Policy Committee recommends that Policy V-17 Distribution of Materials be forwarded, to the 
April 22, 2025 Regular Board Meeting for approval.  
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Report Prepared by:  E. Bakaic 

    Superintendent of Education, School Services 

 

Report Submitted by:  J. Klein 
    Director of Education and Secretary of the Board 
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January 2021  

Halton Catholic District School Board                  FORM A 
 

Request for Promotion and Distribution of Program/Activity Related 
Materials to Parents/Guardians/Students  

 
Name of Organization:        
 
Please check one: Registered Charity   Non- Profit   Commercial  
 
Registered Charity number (Required for Charitable Organizations):  #       
 
 
Contact Person:       
 

Mailing Address:       
 

               Postal Code:       
 

Telephone Number:            Fax Number:       
 

E-mail Address:        
 

Website Address:       
 

Purpose for Contact (specific request): 
      
 
 
Description of Material: 
      
 
 

 
Location – The program is specific to (please check all appropriate): 
 

Burlington         Halton Hills          Milton           Oakville       Halton Region  
 

Will there be a cost, to families, associated with this program?  If so, please provide details: 
      
 

 

Please Note:  A sample of the material you wish to distribute must accompany this application. 
 

Please complete and return to: Permission To Distribute 
By mail : c/o School Services 802 Drury Lane, Burlington, ON   L7R 2Y2 
By email: academics@hcdsb.org 
By fax: 905-333-4661 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 

APPROVED   DECLINED       SIGNATURE: _____________________________________ 
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January 2021 September 2020 

Halton Catholic District School Board                  FORM B 
 

Request for Promotion and Distribution of Program/Activity Related 
Materials to Staff  

 
Name of Organization:  
 

Please check one: Registered Charity   Non- Profit   Commercial  
 
 

Registered Charity number (Required for Charitable Organizations):  #       
 

Contact Person:        
 

Mailing Address:       
 

        Postal Code:       
 

Telephone Number:           Fax Number:       
 

E-mail Address:        
 

Website Address:       
 

Purpose for Contact (specific request):       
 
 
 
Description of Material:       
 
 
 
 

Location – The program is specific to (please check all appropriate): 
 

Burlington           Halton Hills           Milton           Oakville            Halton Region  
 

Will there be a cost, to families, associated with this program?  If so, please provide details: 
 

 

 

 

Please Note:  A sample of the material you wish to distribute must accompany this application. 
 

Please complete and return to: Permission To Distribute 
By mail : c/o School Services 802 Drury Lane, Burlington, ON   L7R 2Y2 
By email: academics@hcdsb.org 
By fax: 905-333-4661 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 

APPROVED  DECLINED      SIGNATURE: _____________________________________ 
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-34%20(B)%20Reimbursement%20of%20Board%20Business%20Expenses%20for%20Trustees%20and%20External%20Members%20of%20Board%20Committees.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/VI-107-Use-of-HCDSB-Purchased-Computing-Technology.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/VI-104-Multi-Factor-Authentication-for-Employees.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/VI-103-Electronic-Monitoring-of-Employees.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-62-Use-of-Technology-and-Digital-Citizenship.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-02-Records-and-Information-Management.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-07-Protection-of-Privacy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-82-Records-and-Information-Management-Procedure.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-90-Reimbursement-of-Board-Business-Expenses-for-Employees.pdf
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April 7, 2025 

Dear Chair of the Board and HCDSB trustees, 

Please find attached correspondence to be included in the Policy Meeting Agenda for 
tomorrow's policy meeting.

This is regarding Trustee Karabela’s proposed amendment to the Fundraising Activity policy. As 

it is in upholding Catholic principles and values, doesn’t it naturally follow that it should be 

supported and implemented? Many of the organizations that do not align with these values 

already receive significant funding from many sources including government grants and large 

donor capital.  

In staying true to the Catholic faith, let’s focus on those organizations and groups that are in 

line with the sanctity of life principles and are in desperate need of assistance. There are plenty 

to choose from. Let’s lead by example and show that we follow our faith not just by our words 

but how we donate our time and money. 

Thank you, 

Liz D. 
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